4& . Ao A
- T“-.. -

g

Rt Toed
RE . e . -

3 =
-\.,



v A

L
a.

Q
i
-
T
by
2,
| o

|

Tn A

- L
P

o .

Greetings
from the
Executive Director

To summarize what defined FSF's year in a
handful of words, | choose “gratitude”,
“momentum”, “dedication”, and “honing”.

If I have done my job well, then my choice
of “gratitude” should come as no surprise.
As FSF's supporters and champions, you
made impactful gifts and planned donations
that will have ripple effects for years to
come. There has never been a more exciting
time to embrace a form of conservation that
checks so many critical boxes — habitat
diversity, economic sustainability, climate-
smart forestry, and more. Thank you to all of
you who gave in 2023, as these boxes truly
could not be checked without you.

“Momentum?” is also a fitting word, given the
major grant awards that were announced

this year by USDA and DCNR. Together, ability to assess a potential project through
they are to conserve nearly 1,000 acres in these lenses improved significantly this year,
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adequately convey the importance of working
forest conservation, and FSF's organizational
model is easy to misunderstand. Together, we
overcame  hurdles  built upon those
misunderstandings, in large part because of
the dedication of our community.

Lastly, | included “honing” to describe the year
because of how the conversation about FSF's
model and future sustainability became more
finely focused. We engaged in conversations
surrounding succession planning, financial
sustainability, and tactical conservation. We
deepened our understanding and assessment
of FSF's so-called “timber endowment”, the
concept that our growing conserved land base,
if wisely used, can sustain the organization
now and into the future as it simultaneously
protects critical forest ecosystems. With each
forest acquired, FSF assumes the burden of
responsibility of stewarding that land,
preserving its conservation values, and
supporting the local timber economy. FSF's

Cover Image: Attendees at our 2023 Loving the Land Through Working Forests Conference, which took place in
Woodcock Twp, Crawford County, PA. Blooming Valley Forest is FSF's first acquisition, and has been managed
using uneven-aged (gap) silviculture since the mid 1980's.
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2023 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Program |nvestments
1% 1%

Gifts &
/Membership
7%

Land Management
Activities
17%

/

Grants &

Operations
& Personnel
36%

Land Acquisition
29%

Revenue Expenses

Long Term Liabilities

Outreach &
Foundations- Development 0%
Unrestricted Grants 5%
6% & Foundations
- Restricted Land Management Land Management - FSF Lands
0,
Se - Partner Lands 24%
<1%
Total Revenue: $941,000 Total Expenses: $472,000
Platinum
The Foundation for Sustainable Forests strives for fiscal transparency and responsibility, ;fgggpafenﬂv
to better steward your contributions and ensure long-term sustainability and impact.
Candid.

Hubbef H;H which contams headwaters to cntrcaf
wetland habitat in the French Creek watershed
was conserved by FSF in 2023.




2023 saw another year of measured growth of
the Foundation for Sustainable Forests’
operations, with the mid-year addition of Guy
Dunkle as forester, part-time. Prior to this,
FSF's foresters’ time was fully donated in-
kind. This addition carries a significance as
FSF expands its personnel capacity to be able
to self-support the responsible stewardship of
its conserved land in the future.

Land management activities in 2023 included
understory invasive plant management,
(partially grant funded) and small harvests on
FSF's Cleer Forest and Moxie Woods,
properties. On partner lands, FSF oversaw a
small salvage harvest after a storm, and a
“worst-first” style harvest in 2023.

In 2023, FSF was the grateful recipient of land
conservation grant funds from Richard King
Mellon Foundation and the Foundation for
Pennsylvania Watersheds, and stewardship
grant funds from USDA’s Natural Resources

Conservation Service and Pennsylvania
Society for Ornithology, the latter of which also
provided funds for outreach. A significant
portion of grants received for land
conservation will be applied to acquisitions in
2024/25.

Land acquisition expenses during the year
include the purchase of the Hubbel Hill parcel,
and due diligence and acquisition expenses
for both Hubbel Hill and Fisherman's Cove
(donated) properties, which together comprise
231 acres of conserved lands. Long-term
liabilities support past acquisitions of nearly
700 acres of conserved land and a federal
SBA loan.

FSF will be seeking to increase revenue from
gifts and membership in the year ahead. This
revenue will support our increased personnel
capacity and the direct conservation of nearly
1,000 acres or more of forestland in 2024/25.

Lving the Land

Through
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Ron Kustra

Welcoming new supporters!

Michael J. Allen

Americo Federal Credit Union

Ann Areson & Greg Dauber
Kelly Armor & John Vanco
Janice Baker™
Charles Bier
Gregory Blackman
Ray Blystone &
Christine Peters
David & Marilyn Boyd
Beth & Jim Delach™
Jim Deutschlander
Alan & Liz Dilla
Brian Donahue”

Sustaining ($1,000+)

John & Kathy Bartlett

Wendell & Tanya Berry*

Dane & Jill Charlton*

Pat & Sam Dengel

Erie Insurance

Troy Firth"*

Fisherman's Cove
Preservation Foundation”

The Foote Family*

J. Robert Jaworski*

Ron Kustra*

Chris Lundberg*

Jim & Jane Reilly*

Bill & Jane Roche*

Craig & Monica
Schwegman™*

Bob & Jane Slagter™*

Eliott & Cyndee Socci*

Samuel & Barbara Spencer*

* Lynn Firth Giving Society
™ Includes Memorial Gift

A Includes In-Kind Gift
8

Thomas & Linda Eld

Alex Eowyn”

Melissa Ferguson

Robert Fish

Beth & Mike Forbes

Odile Garcia™

Jean Gardiner

Amara Geffen & Jed Miller
Ricardo & Jane Gilson”
Richard & Kris Gosnell
Charles Gray

Jennifer & Renee Grippo™
Barbara Hanes

Kurt & Kristopher Hatcher

Richard Szymkowski*
Ezekiel Templin*

Beth Thompson*

Jim & Connie Thompson”*
Jane Woods*

Frank & Cheryl Zalik™*

Forest Partner ($250+)
The Andersons, Inc.
Suzanne & Dale Baker
Berry Global
Brenda Biedrzycki
Bob & Kit Concilus
Gene & Anne Connell
Guy & Wilma Dunkle”
Ernst Conservation Seeds
Ron & Rebecca Fassett
Robert & Amy Felton
Ted & Deb First*
Brad & Andi Gould
Bennett Gould &

Jenny Tompkins®
James & Patricia Harwood
David & Mary Hess

J. Robert Jaworski

Todd Humphrey
Oliver Jankowski®
Dennis & Stacy Joura
Lev Kubiak
Barry Lobdell
Joseph Lobdell
Barbara L. Massey™
Eugene Morton &
Bridget Stutchbury
Mary Mulligan-Haines
Tomas Nonnenmacher &
Shannan Mattiace
Eric Pallant
Sarah Peelman
Patty Renwick &
Bill Charlton

Brian J. Hill
Carol & Rick Holmgren
Lou & Wanda Irion”
Kirk Johnson”
Michael & Christella
Kloecker
Scott & Joyce Ladner®
Alejandra Lewandowski®
Terry Lobdell
Robert & Kathleen Long
Owen Ludwig &
Sarah Nathan
Annie & Patrick Maloney”
Nova Maple Syrup
Eric Pahlke
Helen Dawn Albers Post*
Paul & Barbara Rankin
Al Richardson
Franklin Rogers
Gus & Sandy Romano
Tom & Amy Salmon
Socci-Parker Family
Tom Socci &
Xandra Feathers

> Welcoming new members of the Lynn Firth Giving Society!*

Cheryl and Frank Zalik

A *The Lynn Firth Giving Society recognizes donors who have made a single cash gift
of $1,000 or more to FSF, and is distinct from supporters who have donated land.

Vicki Ross

Gary & Melita Scharr™
Anne Schmitt

Timothy & Susan Shaffer
Lizbeth Sipple

Lon & Rhonda Sippy
David & Frances Skellie
Rebecca Spadafore

Eric & Joanne Tisdale™
Robin & Tim Tompkins
Marsha Wagner-Vlah
Vincent & Teresa Wojtyna
David & Anne Zeber

Phil Zeber

Ray Zeber

Anonymous Donors

Emil & Kathy Spadafore*

Doug & Cindy Tallamy*

Carmen & Kathy Testi®

Richard & Annette Thorr

Susan Wellman

Mary Ann & Harry White, II*

David & Margaret
Yasenchack

Anonymous Donors

Family ($100+)
Scott Alexander”
Glenn & Cathy Anderson
Nancy GW Baker
Bill Benedict
Linda Binney
Richard & Tracy Bowden
Henry & Elaine Burkholder*
Gordon & Judy Chapin
Brian W. Christman
Clarence Cleer
Evan Clendenin &

Amy Seese-Bieda
Richard & Carol Deiss*



Reed Dunkle &

Rebecca Vogan
Jean Engle &

Marilyn Norconk
Mary T. Erdman™
John & Anne Farmer
Linda Finley
The Flook Family
Chip Folletti™
Curtis & Susannah Frigon
Holly Fuhrmann
Marlene & William Gandjos
Adrienne Geddes
Court & Sherri Gould
Dr. Edwin S. Gurdjian &

Carol Maxwell
Mark & Mari Harrison
Kimberly & Alan Hawkes
Janice & Roger Horn
IP Services, Inc.
Lonnie Jantzi™
Ron & Kelly Johnston
Adam Katrancha
Ann Kleinschmidt &

Lee Coates
Glorianne Leck &

Susan Savastuk*
Christine Lindquist
Sandra L. Mansmann
Wayne & Margaret

McCartney
Clemence R. Mershon
Jennifer & Paul

Mohtashemi
Susan Murawski &

Tim Lyons
Allyson, Norris, &

Grace Muth
Sandra Renner
Derek Reno
David & Hallie Rigg
Sarah Sargent &

Ron Mumme
Ben & Susan Slote
George & Sharon

Szymanski

Ray & Sue Toombs
Galen R. Tromble
Casey & Tyler Wilson
Anonymous Donors

Individual ($25+)

Judy & Michael Acker

Richard & Phyllis Ackert

Harriet E. Beckman

Peggy & Ross Bell

Janice Bendig-Tuznik

Terry & Connie Bensel

Jerry & Becky Biebel

James & Laura Faith Bock

Kevin Boozel

Richard & Gloria Brennan

David Bruno

Paul & Adrienne Burroughs

Nicole Gross-Camp &
Simon Camp

Amelia Carr & Peter LeBar

Ellen & John Cass

Shawna & Kyle Chylinski

Barbara Corson

Brenda & Bryan Costa

Landis Crawford

Kelly Culbertson

Sharon L. Davenport

Scott Drabert & Steve Yoset

Greg & Pam Duffin

David Dunkle

Dianne & Richard Eakin

Karen Eisenhart

Diane Christin Zenchenko-
Esser

Kristin Firth

Gary & Denise Foltz

French Creek Eyecare

Jennifer & Jon Glass

Randy Gorske

Rebecca Haarer

Thomas C. Hoffman I, Esq.

William O. Howard

Robert C. Howden

John Hummel

Gail Innocenzi-Boyer

Tyson & Sarah Johnston
Wendy & Greg Kedzierski
Heather & Dennis

Kosinski
Adrienne Krone
Vicky L. London
Julia Ludewig
Susan Lundell &

John McGowan
Danuta Majchrowicz™
Kathy Maloney
Karlin G. Marsh
Melissa & Larry Mencaotti
Emily & Dan Meyers
Jocelyn Miller
Peggy Mogush
Vicki & Nick Muller
Lee Nageotte
Brett & Nicole Neely
Art Peapples
Chelsea Peebles
Bill & Linda Peiffer
Penn Forest Natural

Burial Park
Andy & Jen Reilly
Meghan & Rich Reilly-

Best
Grant & Stephenie

Ruttinger
Bob & Denise

Schoenfeldt
Brian Schultz
Richard Steigerwald
Cecile & James Stelter
John Tautin & Joan Galli
Jane Titus
Roxanne Tonn
Sherry & Ed Uhler
Andy Walker
Linda & David Wetsell
Kathleen Zawrotniak
Michael & Chloe Zeber
Anonymous Donors

Grantors and Sponsors

Allegheny College

Chautaugqua County Master
Gardeners

Corry Community Foundation

Crawford Heritage Community
Foundation

The Davey Tree Expert
Company

Ecological Field Services
The Erie Community Foundation
Ernst Conservation Seeds

Foundation for Pennsylvania
Watersheds

Knox McLaughlin Gornall &
Sennett, P.C.

Northwest Pennsylvania
Woodland Association

Northwestern Rural Electric
Cooperative

Pennsylvania Society for
Ornithology

Phipps Conservatory and
Botanical Gardens

Richard King Mellon Foundation
Craig & Monica Schwegman
Bob & Jane Slagter

Jim & Connie Thompson

In Memoriam

The Foundation for Sustainable
Forests community lost the
following friends and supporters
in 2023.

Barry Bonnell
Connie Jantzi

We thank these individuals for
their commitment to healthy
forests and communities.



Introducing Fisherman’s Cove

In December 2023, the Fisherman's Cove
Preservation Foundation (FCPF) donated their
Fisherman's Cove property to the Foundation for
Sustainable Forests, the latest steward in a long
line of caretakers dating back some 10,000 years.
Situated at the confluence of Big Sandy Creek and
the Allegheny River south of Franklin, PA,
Fisherman's Cove is a property rich in history,
recreation, and beauty. Of its 207 acres, about a
quarter are level river frontage, quickly met with a
steep, wooded hillside rising up to a flat plateau.
The view from atop the boulders looking out over
both river valleys is well worth the hike up.
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The confluence of Big Sandy Creek and the
Allegheny River at Fisherman’s Cove

In 2003, Fisherman’s Cove was listed for sale,
placing its future in jeopardy. Passionate neighbors
came together to purchase and protect the property
from development. When the resulting Fisherman'’s
Cove Preservation Foundation was incorporated in
2004, it set precedent as the first community-
organized foundation in Pennsylvania established

to conserve culturally and historically significant land.
By 2007, FCPF had raised the needed funds. When
purchased, the property was placed under a
conservation easement with both the Western
Pennsylvania Conservancy and The Archeological
Conservancy to ensure protection of the property’s
natural and cultural resources, respectively. To
further solidify the property’s future, FCPF chose to
donate Fisherman’s Cove to the Foundation for
Sustainable Forests.

“Generations of family have considered Fisherman’s
Cove a rare and special area along the Allegheny to
be their retreat. The Kerr Family, one of our friends
that collected the parcels of land donated by FCPF,
protected the land under their ownership and was
later involved in the decision to gift this land to FSF,
knowing their forest would become healthy and
beautiful under the organization’s ownership.” Says
Cathy Kentzel, FCPF President.

“We are humbled and grateful for the donation by
FCPF. We have been entrusted with the great
responsibility of caring for an ecologically and
culturally rich site which carries a great deal of
meaning to many.” says Annie Maloney, FSF
Executive Director. FSF will continue to protect the
cultural resources of Fisherman’'s Cove and will
manage portions of the property as a sustainable
working forest. Fisherman's Cove remains open to
the public for passive recreation, hunting, and
fishing.




Artifacts from the Early Archaic through Late
Woodland periods have been found at Fisherman'’s
Cove, indicating occupation of the site as far back
as 8,000 BCE. Just a mile upriver sits the famous
petroglyph-covered “Indian God Rock.” The
property falls within the traditional territory of the
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, who stewarded the
land for generations. The property features a flat
floodplain along one of the most steeply dissected,
narrow stretches of the Allegheny River valley, and
meets with the mouth of Big Sandy Creek. This
unique site could have played an important role in
trade and travel routes up and down the Allegheny
and Ohio River Valleys for several Native American
groups, including the Haudenosaunee, Shawnee,
Lenni Lenape, Algonquin, and Miami people. More
than a navigational tool, the river was a plentiful
source of sturgeon, smelt, eel, and beaver.

More recent industrial history is also evidenced on
the land. Post-colonization, the Allegheny played a
critical role in the movement of goods such as
timber, salt, and oil down to Pittsburgh. In the late
1800’s, Fisherman’'s Cove was owned by a mining
company holding rights to moor and ship coal and
minerals on the river. The property once housed an
early iron furnace, as well as the New York Central
Railroad. Perhaps most interestingly, some old
maps point to a “nitro pit” where a nitroglycerin
storage facility once exploded, leaving behind a
crater that is now a small wetland.

Fisherman’s Cove overlook of the Allegheny River

|

These industrial relics have given way to recreational
amenities in the present day. The old rail line has
since become the Sandy Creek Trail, part of a
network of rail trails throughout the region. A public
boat launch next to the property, donated during
FCPF's ownership, provides easy access for boaters
and anglers to enjoy the river.

Fisherman’'s Cove reflects a complex narrative of
human presence on the land that is characteristic of
the region. The property is loved by many — from
residents of the neighboring Fisherman’'s Cove
community, to weekend travelers looking for a
respite from the city, to archeologists finding pieces
and clues to the many stories the land has to share.

We invite you to explore the property with us during
the upcoming Lynn Firth Wildflower Walk on Sunday,
May 5th as we search for spring ephemeral plants.
Additional details about the event can be found at
foundationforsustainableforests.org/events/

More information about the property can be found at
foundationforsustainableforests.org/conserved-
lands/ Please note that archeological exploration of
Fisherman's Cove is by permission of The
Archeological Conservancy only.



Protecting forested land &
supporting rural communities
through working forests

P.O. Box 146
Spartansburg, PA 16434

(814) 694-5830

foundationforsustainableforests.org

Board of Directors

Troy Firth
President

Richard Bowden, PhD
Treasurer

Thomas C. Hoffman I, Esq.
Secretary

John Noel Bartlett

Kirk Johnson

Patrick Maloney

Craig Schwegman

Robert Slagter
Cheryl Zalik

Staff

Annie Maloney, PhD
Executive Director

Guy Dunkle
Director of Land Management

Bennett Gould
Conservation & Outreach Coordinator

The Foundation for Sustainable Forests is a 501(c)3
charitable organization dedicated to conserving and
stewarding working forests, and promoting forestry
practices that enhance health, resilience, and habitat
diversity across the region.

Upcoming Events

May 5 - Lynn Firth Spring Wildflower Walk
Fisherman’s Cove, Polk, PA - 1:00-4:00pm

Aug. 13 - Erie Gives - 8:00am-8:00pm
Aug. 24-27 - Crawford Gives

Sept. 20 - Friends of the Foundation Dinner
Location to be announced

Sept. 21 - Loving the Land Through

Working Forests Conference
Location to be announced

Oct. 6 - A Walk in Penn’s Woods
Location to be announced

Nov. 2 - Jim Finley Stewardship Day
Subagh Preserve, Mayville, NY

For more information, call (814) 694-5830 or visit
foundationforsustainableforests.org/events/



